Welcome + Background to the IHDLN (James Semmens)
James highlighted the purpose of the network stressing its unfunded status and how it has evolved from the first meeting in 2008. The role of D'Arcy Holman was acknowledged together with that of Emma Fuller. James stressed there was a big opportunity to work together share our ideas and work out what we can do to drive data linage forward in a way that is going to improve health care policy and health care outcomes. James stressed that the IHDLN was an opportunity to come together as an international voice rather than a fragmented voice and talk together to develop our relationships to work together to drive this forward. Linked mortality, hospital separation and cancer data were to be accessed locally by each country's research team and analysed according to the specifications sent out by the WA group (ie specifications for the cohort, exposure, outcome and syntax for cox regression)
IHDLN Summary Report 2012 (Rachael Moorin
Results will be pooled in a meta-analysis will include the age-adjusted rate ratio of prostate cancer in vasectomised men, who did and did not have a subsequent reversal.
This project aims to identify the methodological challenges faced when undertaking comparative studies using international data and provide a proof of concept to undertake such cross-country comparisons. Significant discussion regarding data quality evaluation and the ability of the network to work together to address issues of standards and methodologies for data linkage. The emerging field of data science was discussed as an area of the network to explore to strengthen collaboration between members.
The potential to undertake evaluation of data quality within and across data linkage systems was discussed including the possibility of evaluating data access timelines across jurisdictions and models of governance across record linkage centers and how these affect data quality, access, funding for research and translation of findings into policy and practice.
Case studies were suggested as a method of exploring the issues so that there is more awareness of the strengths and weaknesses of each model and that this knowledge could be used. It was also
proposed that we develop a typology so that we know exactly what we are referring to with key features of the system. This will facilitate better diagnosis of issues and aid us in exploring the differences.
3.2. A discussion regarding producing a central list of publications and current projects stemming from linked data within and across jurisdictions so that members have access to the list. The outcome of such an initiative driven by the network could be a portfolio of information so that we could put this forward to funding bodies regarding the significance of data linkage and health services research.
3.3. Discussion groups and special interest groups were proposed as a way of moving particular issues that members were interested in forward. It was proposed that a call for special interest groups be made together with a call for champions to take the lead in those groups. Special interest group proposed at the meeting:
 Typology of data linkage, data quality & case studies of models: Proposed Chair:
John Frank 3.4. Proof of concept studies for collaborative research by the network: Discussion regarding a "hot topic" to rally around as the next collaborative initiative. It was proposed that we need to find a topic that is both "do-able" and of real public health importance. It was proposed that members construct a menu of really hot topics that would require / significantly benefit from a large multinational study either to provide a large sample size or because of the difference in variance across countries.
Call for expression of interest to host the IHDLN
As stated in the consensus statement of the network, the responsibility for hosting the role of director is to rotate among the members who are participants in the network for a term of two years. Hosting of the Directorship of the IHDLN was handed to Professor James Semmens and Associate Professor Rachael Moorin of the Centre of Population Health Research, Curtin University in 2011. A call for expressions of interest in hosting the network will be made in
